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Editorial
Nativity in the Time of Covid-19 Pandemic

In the past 18 months, the concepts of lockdown, social distancing, travel bans,
quarantine, health protocols, face masks, and face shields dominated our vocabulary.
Problems in the economy, health care system, education, and disrupted social and cultural
functions surfaced since the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2020, the World Bank reported the
impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. It will create 115 million poor people across the globe
and South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa assuming the largest share. These new poor are
the millions who are affected by business lockdowns and travel restrictions. Health and
medical needs have also become more costly and inaccessible due to additional hospital
protocols. Business operations have transformed to digital and online platforms leading to
massive unemployment. Even remittances from migrants have seriously declined since
2020. Schools also were closed for face-to-face learning, and at least 1.5 billion children
and youth were out of school during the height of this pandemic. Although many school
institutions transformed teaching and learning into virtual and online modes, this
generation will likely experience career and economic lags in the future due to diminished
learning and skills training. This Covid-19 pandemic is a global phenomenon that
penetrated our daily collective and individual lives. Navigating into this new normal
phenomenon implicate people in mental, emotional, and physical exhaustion, confusion,
and to the point anarchic search for principled leadership in various institutions.

Everyday life intersecting to characteristics and issues of gender, class, age, and
race and ethnicity entails negotiations to fight and seek better meanings and experiences
out of this chaos. Hence, individuals and social groups, whether formal or not, began to
birth stories to share. In the Philippines, people showed signs of hope and despair through
community pantries. These acts of giving have revived a sense of community across the
country. These may also manifest the ability of ordinary people to fill in the gaps of formal
governing institutions. The greening of homes re-emerged as a new way of life in both urban
and rural areas. Backyard gardening of vegetables provides food on many tables;
ornamental gardening becomes a destressing hobby. Online entrepreneurs are gaining
popularity to supplement the income needs of many households. These are a few good

stories where people can draw hope, faith, and even laughter.



The Department of Social Sciences under the new College of Arts and Social
Sciences in Central Luzon State University also has a story to share - the birth of the
Journal of Asian Societies. Religion, humor, apology, population ageing, and environmental
stewardship are the themes tackled in this maiden issue. Religion is among the persevering
factors of human existence because of its ability to create and re-create meanings of our
needs and values. Filipinos love humor. We cope with stress and crisis in life through
humor. In this period of lockdowns and social isolation, all the more that humor becomes
relevant because it is a way to manifest connection and light moments between self and
others. An apology is a concept and action with doubleness. It is subject to different
contexts such as who, when, where, and how we utter an apology. In a nation shrouded
with economic and social crises, the admission of guilt to corruption and incompetence is a
good start for society to knit together social rules that will favor the welfare of a nation.
Another rising concern is the demographic transition of the Philippine population in the next
ten years. Learning the challenges of population ageing is key to formulating better
measures to ensure healthy ageing among Filipinos and other ageing nations. Hence,
reviewing the experiences of ageing societies like Brazil can help us rethink our attitudes
and actions towards ageing. And lastly, thinking differently in the age of a technology-
dominated environment can redeem us and enable us to become "shepherds of Being". All
of these studies are expressions of the nativity that shall further our reflections of living.
| thank the contributors and the reviewers who have shared their works and expertise. The
stories we have gathered here tell us that no matter how mundane we look at day-to-day
life, we are all socially interacting and birthing meanings in a broad spectrum of
perspectives. | invite more aspiring and dedicated scholars to share their works with us in

the Journal of Asian Societies. Visit our Website at https://journalofasiansocieties.com

Melanie P. Tolentino
Editor-in-Chief
meltolentino@clsu.edu.ph
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